Chagas' disease: a search for treatment and a question--should the disease be of military concern?
If military forces are required to operate in areas that are endemic for Chagas' disease, the occupation should be of critical concern. These areas, located in Central and South America, are many. The matter is of particular importance because no suitable drug exists to treat individuals who contract the disease. We examined 60 compounds of a chemical class, thiosemicarbazones, known to have some activity against the disease. The work was carried out using Trypanosoma cruzi-infected mice. Of the 60 potential drugs evaluated, 12 showed significant suppressive activity. One of these compounds was almost 50% greater than the reference drug used in the test system.